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Doras Newsletter - Spring 2021

Message from Doras CEO John Lannon

Greetings everyone, and thanks for your continued support and interest in our work to

promote and protect the human rights of people from a migrant background in Ireland. The

first few months of 2021 have seen some exciting new developments, with news of

some positive changes in Government policy and several new projects being launched by

Doras. 

The Government launched it's much anticipated White Paper on ending Direct Provision at

the end of February, and we welcome the ambitious plan for a new support system for

International Protection applicants. We are, however, concerned that the Department

of Justice’s lack of clear commitment to address the backlog in processing asylum cases

will hinder implementation of the White Paper, and we continue to call on Minister McEntee

to regularise the status of people in the system for over two years. Many lives have been

on hold in the system for several years, and that should not continue. We will continue to

work alongside many dedicated individuals and groups to ensure an end to Direct

Provision and the proper treatment of international protection applicants before and after a

new system comes into place. 

Below are just some highlights from the start of 2021. Everyone at Doras would like to

thank our clients, friends and funders for their involvement and support throughout the

Covid-19 pandemic, and we look forward to getting back to meeting people again as

restrictions lift. 



John Lannon 
CEO, Doras

Events

Doras Launch of Report on Access to Decent Work

To mark International Day for Elimination of Racial Discrimination - Sunday March 21st,

Doras will launch our report 'Getting Right to Work: Access to Decent Work for

International Protection Applicants in Ireland' at 11am on 22nd March. 

This report contributes to the realisation of the right to decent work for international

protection applicants in Ireland. It does so by documenting the barriers they face to

obtaining employment and decent work, examining the effectiveness of employment

support programmes, and identifying measures to be taken to ensure access to decent

work for this target group. 

To register for the online launch event, please click here.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HDcFLaFlTVm7dzgbqc3ftw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HDcFLaFlTVm7dzgbqc3ftw


Doras April Information Webinars for Rights Holders

Every two weeks in April, we will be hosting information sessions for rights holders, those

who support rights holders and anyone interested in learning more about understanding

and navigating systems such as Citizenship and Family Reunification, for example.

Registration is free and open to all. For anyone who misses the weninars, we will also be

recording sessions to make them available on our website. 

To register for the first webinar on Citizenship, 1st April at 7.30pm, please click here.

International Protection

Government White Paper on Ending Direct Provision

At the end of February, the Government

issued it's long awaited White Paper to

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_epsHDw81RWW-ZKkspMMBwQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_epsHDw81RWW-ZKkspMMBwQ


End Direct Provision and Establish and

New International Protection Support

Service. 

The White Paper outlines the plan by the

Department of Children, Equality,

Disability & Youth on how it will end Direct

Provision by the end of 2024, while

transitioning to new two-phased not-for-

profit reception system. Below is a brief

summary of some of the key points from

the White Paper:

Phase 1: 

Four month stay in State owned reception and integration centres.

Six reception centres in total.

Intensive orientation programme including English language classes.

Access to information on a range of services e.g. legal aid/ healthcare.

Eligibility to open bank accounts and obtain driver's licences.

Daily allowance will remain in place until phase 2.

People will have health needs and vulnerability assessments to inform

accommodation and supports in phase 2.

Phase 2: 

Own-door, self-contained houses or apartments for families and own-door or own-

room accommodation for single people, in the community. 

NGOs will be contracted to provide supports to vulnerable people.

Resettlement workers will be provided in each county to link people with services.   

Applicants and their families will have the right to access mainstream services, such

as in relation to education and health. 

Access to further intensive English language supports will be provided. A new

healthcare model will be introduced. 

Income support payment at a rate similar to the Supplementary Welfare Allowance.

 Child support payment. 

Access employment if they do not receive a first instance decision within six months

of applying for International Protection and access to employment supports.

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7aad0-minister-ogorman-publishes-the-white-paper-on-ending-direct-provision/


In a press release issued in response to the publication of the White Paper, Doras CEO

John Lannon said “The negative impact living in Direct Provision has on people has been

repeatedly highlighted by NGOs, in academia, by members of the public, public

representatives, and most importantly international protection applicants for almost 21

years now. It is good to see a Government finally recognising that and responding, but the

real work starts now. We look forward to working together with Government and other

organisations towards realisation of this ambitious plan.” 

To read the full report and access the executive summary, translated into seven languages,

please click here. To read the full Doras press release, please click here.

Department of Justice Review of International
Protection Process

The Department of Justice have commissioned a User Journey Review of the International

Protection Process in Ireland. The aim is to understand people’s experiences with a view to

making improvements. 

Please share or get involved if you've been through the International Protection process.

Link to survey: http://connectthedots.typeform.com/to/imqGWPB9

Anti-Racism

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7aad0-minister-ogorman-publishes-the-white-paper-on-ending-direct-provision/
https://doras.org/doras%e2%80%afwelcomes-government-white-paper-on-ending-direct-provision/
https://t.co/BQHInhfF6O?amp=1
https://connectthedots.typeform.com/to/imqGWPB9


Sietar Ireland Congress: Bridging Our Intercultural
Experiences and Identities

Society for Intercultural Education Training

and Research - SIETAR Ireland, are

holding their first virtual congress fromm

12th-20th March. This is a collaboration

with SIETAR Ireland, Young SIETAR,

World Stage Theater and Business

Games bringing together leaders and

experts in the intercultural field from

Ireland, Europe and around the world for

impactful week that includes

presentations, panel discussions,

interactive games, theatrical

performances, and community

engagement. Keynote speaker for the

event will be Dr. Ebun Joseph, Director of

the Institute for Anti-Racism and Black

Studies and Module Coordinator Black Studies and Critical Race Perspectives in

Education, University College Dublin. Doras CEO John Lannon will be participating in a

Community Dialogue at 11am, March 20th, along with one of the founder members of the

Limerick Movement Against Racism, Mamobo Ogoro, amongst others. For further

information on the Sietar Congress, a full programme of events and information on how to

register, please click here.

March is Anti-Racism Month 2021

March is Anti-Racism Month 2021! Doras is a proud member of the Irish Network Against

Racism, who are organising events and collating a number of events from members

throughout the month. Thousands of people, not just in Ireland, but all across the EU and

the globe will come together to promote and celebrate inclusion, equal rights and diversity.

INAR and Network Members will mark not only these important dates but the entire month

full of anti-racism and intercultural events and activities, between the 1st and 31st of March

2020. Keep up to date with the schedule of events here.

https://sietarireland.wixsite.com/sietarireland
http://lmar.ie/
https://sietarireland.wixsite.com/sietarireland/2020-congress?fbclid=IwAR2zYQbmlgy-9aOBNj7VQ04OK4ri1PaxpuSUhVmLyoy8CZiBYZ5sawQ-CgM
https://inar.ie/
https://inar.ie/anti-racism-month-2021/


Use hashtags: #ARM2021 and #TogetherAgainstRacism 

Legislating for Hate Speech and Hate Crime in Ireland
- Government Public Consultation and Report

This public consultation and report was aimed as a step towards new criminal legislation to

deal with hate crime and incitement to hatred. Many of those who participated have been

victims themselves. Others were concerned about the very real need to respect the human

rights of everyone involved, including the right to freedom of speech, so that the new

legislation is proportionate, as well as effective in achieving its aims. 

Ireland does not currently have any specific legislation to deal with hate crime. The only

legislation in Ireland that deals with hate-based offences is the Prohibition of Incitement to

Hatred Act 1989.  Although criminal hate speech is an offence, there have been very few

prosecutions since its introduction. Following on from this report, publication of hate crime

legislation is anticipated in April 2021. 

Read the full report here.

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Legislating_for_Hate_Speech_and_Hate_Crime_in_Ireland_Web.pdf/Files/Legislating_for_Hate_Speech_and_Hate_Crime_in_Ireland_Web.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1989/act/19/enacted/en/html
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Legislating_for_Hate_Speech_and_Hate_Crime_in_Ireland_Web.pdf/Files/Legislating_for_Hate_Speech_and_Hate_Crime_in_Ireland_Web.pdf


Integration

Doras Launch Community Sponsorship Project

In February, we were delighted to officially launch our Community Sponsorship project for

counties Limerick, Clare and Tipperary. Ahmed Hassan Mohamed, Doras Communtity

Sponsorship Support Worker introduced the project at our online launch event, along with

Doras CEO John Lannon and Orla Ni Eili of Clare Immigrant Support Centre.  

Community Sponsorship enables neighbours, friends, colleagues, or members of a local

sports/social club to come together and play an active role in the reception and integration

of refugee families resettling in Ireland. Doras assumed the role of Regional Support

Organisation (RSO) at the start of 2021. An RSO is responsible for promoting, organising

and supporting Community Sponsorship groups when resettling refugee families. 

Learn more about Community Sponsorship and view a video of the launch presentation

here.

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Legislating_for_Hate_Speech_and_Hate_Crime_in_Ireland_Web.pdf/Files/Legislating_for_Hate_Speech_and_Hate_Crime_in_Ireland_Web.pdf
https://doras.org/community-sponsorship/


Gender Based Violence

Raising Awareness on International Women's Day

This International Women's Day, we wanted to raise awareness of some of the challenges

faced by migrant women in Ireland. See the information sheet below, with contact details if

you or someone you know needs support. Download the info-sheet here.

https://doras.org/community-sponsorship/
http://doras.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IWD-Info-Sheet-3.jpg


Live Appeals

Every Child is Your Child Tablet Appeal

http://doras.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IWD-Info-Sheet-3.pdf


Every Child is Your Child’s goal is to raise funds to purchase 1000+ Tablets and internet

modems, plus internet subscriptions to enable children in Direct Provision

to access education. 

They are also accepting physical donations of these items, and asking that co-operations,

businesses, and others consider sponsoring a few tablets or internet subscriptions to help

change these children’s lives for the better. To support the drive, please click here.

Windows4Opportunity - Laptops for Direct Provision

WindowsOpportunity is a fundraising and donation drive led by Recruit Refugees Ireland,

with support from a number of groups, including: Movement of Asylum Seekers Ireland, the

Irish Refugee Council and Doras, to name a few. 

Windows4Opportunity is aiming to provide laptop computers to 900 International Protection

applicants currently enrolled in third level education courses in Ireland who are in need of

computers. Link to fundraiser: https://www.gofundme.com/f/windows-4-opportunity

https://www.everychildireland.org/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/children-in-direct-provision-need-access-to-school?utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer
https://recruitrefugeesireland.com/
https://recruitrefugeesireland.com/windows-4-opportunity/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/windows-4-opportunity


Support Our Work

Doras relies on the support and generosity of community members to effectively provide

our services. We are so very grateful for every contribution, and count ourselves very lucky

to have such an engaged community behind us.  

If you would like to make a contribution to our work, please visit our website or see the

donate button below.  

Thank you!
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