Myths and Truths

This poster is based on the SMILE Project findings (Supporting 4(:)\? s M I L E
—

Multilingual and Intercultural Learning in the Early Years), it
explains common misunderstandings about how young children
learn and use more than one language in early years settings.

Myth: A child must give up their home language Myth: Asking parents about their language and
or culture to fit in a new country. culture might offend them.

\ worry that
speaking our
native language
at home might
make it harder
for my child to
fit in...

Our Halloween
party is in

two days. Is it

rude to ask if @)
Ahmed will
Join?

Myth: If | don’t speak the child’s home language,
| can’t support their language development

Myth: Switching between languages causes
confusion and problems.

Oh no.

My child has a
language
problem!

Mama, Bird @))-s\!

Myth: The multilingual child is silent because
there is a speech and language problem.
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