
Truth: You can support home language development 
using pictures, gestures, and objects to help them 
understand. Include books, songs, and labels in their 
language and learn a few key words or greetings to 
show interest.

Myth: If I don’t speak the child’s home language, 
I can’t support their language development

Truth: Children can do well 
and join in without losing 
their home language or 
culture. When we value 
both, it helps them learn, 
feel confident and be proud 
of who they are.

Myth: A child must give up their home language 
or culture to fit in a new country.
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Myths and Truths
This poster is based on the SMILE Project findings (Supporting 
Multilingual and Intercultural Learning in the Early Years), it 
explains common misunderstandings about how young children 
learn and use more than one language in early years settings. 

Truth: Asking parents about their child’s home 
language and daily routines is a good idea. It 
shows respect, helps Early Years educators to 
work with parents and makes the child feel 
included. Use simple, friendly questions, explain 
why their answers help and listen carefully.

Myth: Asking parents about their language and 
culture might offend them.

Truth: No, switching between languages does not 
cause confusion or problems. Code switching is 
normal and helps children communicate clearly in 
different situations.

Myth: Switching between languages causes 
confusion and problems.

Truth: A multilingual child may be quiet for many reasons, such as 
learning a new language, feeling shy, or needing time to observe. 
This does not always mean there is a speech or language problem.

Myth: The multilingual child is silent because 
there is a speech and language problem.


